





in view of the harassment, the deaths and disappearances, the relocation 
oi the retugees is an imposed action which gives the refugees no choice. 
[hey are forced to relocate in Mesa Grande. 


we give the example of events in the (Guarita) sector. Since the relocation 
of the refugees who were staying there, freedom of religion is being violated. 
the church 1s selectively being persecuted, gatherings to preach the gospel 
are prevented and prohibited, and lay preachers and priests of the diocese 
who cooperate in he'ping the refugees are harassed. Such is the case of 
Father (Beto) who on several occasions has been abused, beaten u» and 
threatened with death by the Honduran soldiers. The latest attack against 
him occurred when he was celebrating mass in the Paris church, 


lt is particularly painful for us to confirm the persecution of many poor 
Honduran families whose only crime has been to share their roofs and property 
with the refugees, following the preachings of the gospel. 


The church document adds: We proclaim and defend the dignity of man and 

his rights because this is an essential part of our faith and therefore, 

ot the evangelical mission. Pope John Paul II tells us that if the church 
is present in the defense or the promotion of man's dignity, it does so as 
part of its evangelical mission whose essential part is action for justice 
and tasks that promote man. It is not for opportunism or for publicity 

that the church, expert in humaneness, is defender of human rights. It 

is due to an authentic evangelical commitment which, as occurred with Christ, 
is above all, a commitment with the most needy. 


In the second Vatican Council, the bishops of the world defined the church's 
missicn in today's world stating that the joys and hopes, the griefs and 
sorrows of today's men, particularly of the poor and the suffering, are also 
the joys and hopes, griefs and sorrows of Christ's disciples. There is 

nothing truly human that does not find echo in its heart. The church therefore 
feels intimately and truly solidaristic with mankind and its history. This 

is the reason for the clear position of Pope John Paul II and the entire 

church on receiving the clamor of the long-suffering and exploited Latin 
American people. In their defense, it denounces and clarifies the following: 


To all of this is added the anguish that has emerged as a result of the actions 
of abuse of power, characteristic of regimes of force, the anguish over the 
svstematic or selective repression accompanied by [word indistinct], violation 
of privacy, disproportionate [word indistinct], tortures, exiles, anguish 

in so wany families due to the disappearance of their loved ones whose fate 
they do not know. 


Up to here important excerpts of this important document signed by Father 
(Guillermo Perez), coordinator of the committee, on behalf of Monsignor 
Rodriguez who is director of the diocesan committee. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


. BRIEFS 


FLEEING NICARAGUANS TRAPPED--Tegucigalpa, 22 Mar (ACAN-EFE)--It was reported 
here today that about 1,000 Nicaraguan Miskito Indians are trapped in a 
swampy region in eastern Honduras after trying to reach the refugee camps 
in this Central American country. The Miskitos are an Indian group that 
lives in a vast jungle region known as Mosquitia between Honduras and 
Nicaragua. Thousands of these Indians have fled for various reasons to 
the Honduran side of the border. The trapped Miskitos were able to cross 
the border line but have found themselves in a swampy region that has 
prevented them from continuing on to the refugee camps and they cannot 
return to Nicaragua where they would be captured by the Sandinist People's 
Army. Sources of the world aid agency said that they are trying to reach 
the Miskitos with boats so they can be transferred to the refugee camps. 
The authorities estimate that there are currently 12,000 Nicaraguan 
Miskito Indians who live in Honduras as refugees. [Text] [PA222207 

Panama City ACAN in Spanish 1946 GMT 22 Mar 82] 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


SEAGA COMMENTS ON POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY IN INTERVIEW 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 7 Mar 82 p 9 
[Interview with Prime Minister Seaga by reporter Fred Archer] 


[Excerpts] Note. In the first part published last week, Mr. Seaga gave 
his views on Jamaica. 


Political Pusition 


Archer: Many people regarded you as being very leftwing at one time. Some 
of the more conservative elements were more frightened of you than they were 
of the PNP. Nowadays your main critics consider you to be too far right. 
How would you define your political position? 


Seaga: My political position has always been consistent. On my advent into 
political life, I took the position that something special had to be done to 
move the people who were not participating fully in the wainstream of develop- 
ment, into the full flow of that stream. It could not happen as a by-product 
of the development strategy; it had to be part of the development strategy. 

I spoke of the disparity that existed between the people who had participated 
in the mainstream of development and those who had not, in a speech that I 
gave in the Legislative Council called "the haves and have-nots". TI out- 
lined at that time what the strategy ought to be. 


Simply stated, you can make the lot of the have-nots more equitable either by 
a pulling down or a pulling up process, If you pull down those in the better- 
off position then you destroy the means by which they could, in the process 

of a development strategy which was properly geared transfer resources and 
technology in pulling up those in the less well-off position. On the other 
hand, if you pursue a strategy to pull up the have-nots, then you do so with- 
out destroying those who have the technological skills and financial resources 
important to sustaining the levels of growth that are necessary, who are 
improving the economy so that there will be more to share among those who 

do not have as much. 


Improve Quality of Life 


I outlined in that speech the means as to how this should be done. And 
throughout my life I have maintained that same outlook on the development 
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process. First working through social programmes as I did in my early minis- 
terial days, to improve opportunities for persons who were in the under- 
developed sectors of the economy. And then, in my latter ministerial days 

as Minister of Finance, in attempting to improve revenues so that the public 
resources would be increased, to enable the Treasury to finance more pro- 
grammes that would help to improve the lot of the have-nots. 


I still maintain that position. In fact, one of my party's principal objec- 
tives is to direct a very special thrust at the rural areas, to improve the 
quality of life and to improve incomes. The people in the rural areas are 
in the great majority of those who have failen behind in the stream of 
development. 


I don't know that you can classify this in terms of any standard ideological 
principles. Some of the policies that I pursue may be considered to be right 
of centre in the economic sense, because I believe that we have to have 
viable and prosperous business if the government is to derive substantial 
revenue for the purpose of financing the social programmes that are necessary. 
To the extent that I have a deep commitment to social programmes and cultural 
programmes, this would put me left of centre. 





If you want to average me out, I guess I'm somewhere in the middle. 
Philosophy 


Archer: The American Ambassador, Mr. Loren Lawrence, told me that he 
thought--this was a personal opinion--that you and President Reagan were 
relatively parallel in your philosophy. Would you accept that? 


Seaga: I think there is some similarity in terms of our economic direction. 
Both countries are trying to restore economic buoyancy, in terms of making 
the productive sector stronger and more competi’ e, and in terms of reducing 
large-scale deficits in the public sector. As to how we approach them there 
will be a difference in the strategies used. In my case, for instance, we 
have used the strategy of putting a very stiff control on the ceiling of 
expenditure while fighting for the balance of the revenue. In the case of 
Washington, the extent to which they have been able to cap expenditure has 
been a very difficult one, because a lot of the expenditure is an index of 
the cost of living, and therefore escalates without any ability to control 
it. So they have been unable to use the same strategy successfully. 


But both countries faced very large deficits in their public expenditure 
programme, and they have both moved very decisive- to try to cut those 
deficits. [as published] We both believe in the reward for personal 
initiative, and therefore the value of enterprise, and seek to encourage that 
by deregulating the economy. 


I think that I would go beyond President Reagan's personal policies in the 
extent to -+ich I value social programmes. But I am quite sure that he would 
also agree with my view that social programmes have to be financed out of 
economic buoyancy. That's the only way you can be assured that you will 
continue to have them. 
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Inf luence 
Archer: What people have influenced you, personally or through reading? 


Seaga: That's a very hard question to answer. I can't point my finger at 
any individual who I can recollect as having influenced me, or indeed any 
particular book or document. Ideas come from various things, and they 
accumulate. There's a cumulative position that you finally become aware of 
without being able to say, well, the main body of that idea came from a 
particular thought in a particular book, or a particular person. Over a 
period of years experience leads you to see things, in different lights and 
to perceive things on a basis of how experience has taught you along the road. 
So you are able to not only see problems in terms of what you think to be 
the solution, but whether that solution would create another problem, 
because you know what reactions are going to be. This comes out of a body 
of reading, experience and so on. So I can't give you an answer to the 
question of any individual having been particularly influential on me. 


Like Disciplined Societies 


I have seen certain patterns of development in some countries that I admire. 
The work ethic of the Far East, for instance, the extent to which the 
development process there had brought very real and meaningful results to 
the people. I like disciplined societies, but I'm a person who is very fond 
of culture and the arts, and I like societies that have a free-wheeling 
spirit too--providing it is of a positive and creative nature, and doesn't 
end up in negative and unproductive results. 


I love nature. I don't like concrete and glass. I like flowers and trees. 
I like countries that have that kind of beauty. And all of these things 
lead you to bear certain images in your mind, which accumulate more of 
experience than out of individual relationships, specific books or reports. 
It's a distillation of experience, with an admixture of ideas that flow from 
other things that you do and read and think about. 


In the third part of this exclusive interview, Prime Miasiter Edward Seaga 
will talk about: "Our neighbours". 
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COUNTRY 


SECTION 


JAMAICA 


SEAGA INTRODUCES SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET FIGURES FOR '81-'82 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Mar 82 p 16 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE SECOND SUPPLEMEN.- 
TARY ESTIMATES for the finan- 
cial year 1981/82, totalling just over 
$44-million, were tabled in the 
House of Representatives by the 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance, the Rt. Hon. Edward Sea- 
ga, yesterday. 


The Estimates reflect $189,215 of 
Statutory expenditure; Capital expendi- 
ture of $44,582,072; and a net saving in 
recurrent expenditure of $663,519, mak- 
ing for a total Supplementary provision 
of $44,057,768. 

There were net reductions in the 
existing votes in a number of Ministries 
and: Departments: Ministry of Finance 
and. Planning; Audit Department; 
Income Tax, Seemp and Estate Duties; 
National Planning Agency; Department 
of Statistics; Town Planning Depart- 
ment; Ministry of Labour and the Pub- 
lic Service; the Trade Administrator's 


Department; Ministry of Youth and’ 
Community Development; Attorney- ' 
General's Department; Registrar Gener- 


al's Department; and the Ministry of 
Tourism, 


Total net reduction in the existing 
vote was $8,569,326, including 
$6,525,000 in the Ministry of Finance 
and Planning. 

PROPOSED SPENDING includes 
$25-million additional requirement for 
credit support for the Sugar Industry 
Authority, %26 million for credit sup- 
port, — $16 million to the Banana Com- 
pany of Jamaica, $10 million for the 
amaica Omnibus Service and the 
amaica Railway Corporation; $19 mil- 
ion in additional capital subscriptions: 
— Air Jamaica ($7 million), Jamaica 
Public Service es ag | ($5 million) and 
the Jamaica Mortgage Bank ($7 million). 
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Also included are $295,000 addition- 
al requirement for the Cultural Devel- 
opment Commission due to increased 
cost of Festival 1981 and the staging of 
Christmas concerts; $186,000 for the 
acquiring of 17 Customs Officers I and 
II to beef up the staff at the Norman 
Manley International Airport, as well as 
the upgrading of two posts to Customs 
Officer III; $250,000 to implement 
health insurance scheme for Government 
employees from January 1, 1982; 
$184,000 for security work at the 
— Information Sefvice and at the 

anover and East Street sections of the 
Ministry of Labour. 


THERE ARE ALSO $3.6 million to 
cover } oe aang deficits at the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Corporation, $644,000 
for emergency flood damage repairs, 
$400,000 for maintenance of Govern- 
ment buildings and premises, $400,000 
to complete asphalting of roads; 
$105,000 to carry out urgent rehabilita- 
tion work on bridges, $910,000 for 
= reconstruction of flood-damaged 
roads. 


_ So afe $583,000 for construction or 
improvement of secondary main and Par- 
ish Council roads, $2.1 million for arte: 
rial roads, $767,000 for the new Acci- 
dent and Emergency Block at the 
Kingston Public Hospital, $1.2 million 
for general improvements to Hospitals, 
$680,000 for Second Population Project, 
and §2:7 million for the Kingston and 
St. Andrew Water and Sewerage Project.: 
_ Statutory spending of $139,215 
includes $74,868 for the Supreme Court 
and $47,358 for the Governor-General 
and staff. 

Savings of under-expenditure includ- 
es $6.7 million from the $37-million sub- 
sidy from the “Basic Needs Basket,” and 
$900,000 from censuses and surveys car- 
ried out by the Department of Statistics. 























COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


BANK WORKERS AGREE TO QUIT UNION; BITU VOILES OBJECTIONS 


Citibank Explanation 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Mar 82 p 1 


[Text] 


NEARLY ALL THE EMPLOY. 
EES of Citibank N.A. Limited (for- 
merly First National-Cizy Bank), at 
New Kingston, have accepted a pro- 
posal from the bank's management 
to.resi¢n from the B.I.T.U. and not 
to seek trade union representation 
during their employment with the 


bank. 
_A company source told the Gleaner 
that the only workers who have not 
agreed to the proposal were those who 
were away from work. The deadline for 
signing the document of agreement was 
arch 1. 
The company source said the bank's 
intention was not to frustrate union- 


ization but rather to attempt further “to | 


improve the relationship with the work- 
ers and to give the bank an opportunity 
to operate viably”. 

__The bank contracted its business in 
1980, closing branches in Montego Bay, 
Mandeville and at King Street, in King- 
ston because of losses. The Half-Way- 
Tree branch was closed in February 
1981. The bank was unionized in 1977. 
when the company voluntarily conceded 
bargaining rights. 

ARLIER THIS YEAR the bank cir- 
culated a letter to members of staff offer- 
ing them pay increases of $4,500 in ten 
months. plus a merit salary pool each 
year, Christmas bonuses, a new bonus 
programme, and ee increases 
of between 5% and 20%. 

In return for these benefits, the com- 
any proposed that the workers write a 
etter to the management saying that 
they have resigned from their union: 
that they do not wish to be represented 
by any trade union for any purpose hav- 
ing to do with their employment with 
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Citibank; and, that they "accept Citi- 
bank's new programme. 

The company said that conditions of 
employment already outlined in the Staff 
Handbook will still apply. , 


The current B.I.T.U contract with the 
bank expires in October this year. | 

The company said in a document out- 
lining the new ‘programme: These 
increases are being announced now as a 
demonstration of Citibank's commitment 
to you and to ensure our future success 
3" 

UT THE B.I.T.U., in a letter to the 
bank's vice-president, Mr. Sanford L. 
Maier, said that it regarded the conduct 
of the management as “most dis- 

raceful", in light of the bank's pleas 
uring the last negotiations that it was 
not in a financial position to offer the 
yo a the increases which were. 
claimed. ; 
The union wrote: “It was after 
lengthy negotiations which took into 
account your bank's pleas of inability to 
pay that, as bargaining agent, settlement 
was reached for the new terms which 
formed the basis of the present contract. 
There was also retrenchment of staff on 
the ground that the Bank was suffering 


from reduction in business. 

“We must therefore interpret your 
company’s latest action in offering new 
terms of employment without reference 
to, of agreement with, the union, as 
nothing short of an attempt at union 
busting.” 


THE UNION’S LETTER also said: 
“This is to inform you that there is noth. 
ing that you can do to prevent the work- 
ers of pd bank from exercising their 
right of association as enshrined in our 
Constitution, and their right of trade 
pag membership as enshrined in the 

aw. 




















The union said that the workers agree- 
ment with the proposals could not 
deprive them of the right of trade union 
membership and that representation of 
the workers would be pursued. 


Asked to comment on the. matter, 
Mr. Maier said it was a purely internal 
one between the management and the 


staff. 


Editorial Concerns 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 8 Mar 82 p 6 


[Text ] The arrangement between Citi- 
bank and its employees, apparent- 
ly ending union representation, 
taises disquieting questions. As 
reported thus far, the employees 
have accepted a proposal from the 
management of the bank thar they 
resign from membership of the 
Bustamante Industrial Trade 
Union in return for a generous lev- 
el -of salary increases and other 
monetary benefits ~— and this, 
well before the October expiry of 
the wage contract with the BITU. 

Except to say that the matter 
was a purely internal one between 


the management and its staff, the - 


company has not given its side of 
the story. The union has been 
more forthright, accusing the man- 
agement of “disgraceful conduct” 
amounting to “union busting”. — 
Even in a climate critical of cur- 
rent aggressive union attitudes 
sthere must be some sympathy for 
=the BITU in this matter. Perhaps 
sthere may be more than that, 
: depending on the interpretation of 
: Section 4 ($) of the Labour Rela- 
‘tions and Industrial Disputes Act. 
‘ That section deals with a situation 
‘ “where an employer offers a ben- 
‘efit of any kind to any worker as 
‘an inducement to refrain from 
exercising a right conferred on 


them by subsection (1)"; that is 
the right to be a member of a 
trade union — a right enshrined 
in this statute and flowing from 
the constitutional guarantee of 
“freedom of association”. It is a 
right, of course, to associate or not 
tO associate. 


The legal question apart, we 
would have thought that the 
bank's action has doubtful long- 
term benefits for it, bearing in 
mind the industrial relations 
aspects of the matter. For there is 
nothing to prevent the workers 
opting, say, to join another union, 
or indeed forming their own staff 
association in pursuit of legitimate 
union activity. In that case we 
wonder how much would have 
been gained by the present 
strategy. 


Simply put the situation makes 
for unhealthy industrial relations. 
There is now too much con- 
frontation rather than the co-oper- 
ation that would promote harmo- 
ny at the workplace. 

In view of the possibly far reach- 
ing consequences, we think it 
imperative that Citibank should 
state its case publicly. This can no 
longer be deemed a purely inter- 
nal matter. 


Employers Federation Disapproval 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 10 Mar 82 p 1 


[Text ] A STATEMENT on “The- Citibank Affair” 
issued by the Jamaica Employers Federation yes- 
terday said the J.E.F. could not support any 
action by an employer “designed to condition or 


95 




















CSO: 


3025/207 





influence the worker in the exercise of his right to 
join or belong to the union. of his choice”. 

The J.E.F. statement, ys its President Mr. Les- 
lie Ashenheim, was the latest development in the issue’ 
involving employees of ‘Citibank N.A. Limited who 
have accepted management proposals that they resign 
from the B.I.T.U. in return for increased salaries and’ 
other monetary benefits. . | 

The J.E.F. statement.said: (. ' 

“Recent press reports which have raised the ques- 


tion of the propriety of an employer seeking to induce. 


its employees to relinquish their trade union member-* 


ship, make it incumbent on the Jamaica Employers’: 
Federation clearly to record its position. — > 


“Freedom of association is one of the fundamental 
and most jealously guarded principles on which the 
International Labour Organization is based and, 
through its unprecedented tripartite stfucture main- 


tained. This is guaranteed by ILO Conventions 87 and 
98 — two of the most ratified and monitored 
instruments of that organization. 


“These principles are also embodied in the Con- 
stitution of Jamaica and specifically protected by the 


provisions of the Labour Relations and Industrial Dis- 
putes Act 1975. 


\ i 

“Of particular importance to this issue are the provi- | 
sions of ILO Convention No. 98 that workers shall 
enjoy adequate protection against acts of anti-union ‘dis- 
crimination in respect of their employment which can- 
not be made subject to a condition that the worker 
‘shall not join a Union or shall reliquish trade union 
‘membership.’. Jamaica has ratified that Convention. 


“The Jamaica Employers’ Federation cannot. and 
does not, support any course of action or conduct by 
an employer designed to condition or influence the 
worker in the exercise of his right to join or belong to 
the union of his choice.” 
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COUNTRY 


SECTION 


JAMAICA 


PNP INTRODUCES PROPOSED CHANGES TO CBI IN HOUSE MOTION 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 5 Mar 82 p l 


[Text ] 


A SUGGESTION that the recently 
announced Caribbean Basin Plan 
should be amended (a) to include all 
member states in the Caribbean 
Basin, (b) to remove all additional 
military assistance, and (c) to 
remove all conditions for benefiting 
under the plan has been made by 
the Peoples National bg 

Mr. Dudley Thompson, (PNP) (West- 
ern St. Andrew) tabled a motion to this 
effect on behalf of the Leader of the 
Opposition, Mr. Michael Manley, in the 
House of Representatives yesterday. 

The motion read:“Whereas all politi- 
cal parties in Jamaica are in favour of 
declaring the Caribbean a zone of peace, 
and whereas the people of Jamaica as a 
whole deplore the intervention of any 
third party by the unnecessary supply of 
arms, as an intervention in the domestic 
affair of any country in the region. —_, 

“And whereas any offer of economic 
assistance bearing the stamp of hegemon- 
ic design in the region is unacceptable, 
and whereas the recent statement of Pres- 
ident Jose Lopez Portillo, of Mexico, at 


Managua, contains important and posi- 
tive proposals to ease the tensions in the 
Caribbean. | 

“Be it resolved that this Honourable 
House give its wholehearted support to 
these a of the President of Mexi-- 
co, and be it further resolved that this 
Government exert all its influence 
throughout international bodies to 
obtain support for the proposal of Presi- 
dent Portillo of Mexico’. 

“And be it further resolved that the 
recently-announced Caribbean Basin 
Plan be amended (a) to include all mem- 
ber states in the Caribbean Basin, (b) 
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remove all additional military assistance 
to the states‘in the region and (c) 
remove all pre-conditions with respect to 
economic policy as a condition of benefit- 
ing under the plan”. 

AT A PRESS CONFERENCE, 
yestrday, Mr. Manley described the 
Caribbean Basin Plan as “an hegemonic 
plan which intends to exploit the cash 
shortage problem in the region so as to 
force the development of the region 
along a | pane path”. He said the 
Plan had explicit political intentions 
among them io take advantage of the 
cash-flow difficulties of the Caribbean. 
countries in order to advance the growth | 
uf the free enterprise system. ' 

“Only if you will bow at the altar of: 
free marketarianism can you enter the 
kingdom”, Mr. Manley said in reference 
to the Plan, which he said was not in. 
keeping with “the original concept’. 
Deviation from the original would 
result in an increase in the dependence 
of the economies of the region on for- 
eign capital and multi-national 
corporations. 

The political implications of a 
were obvious, he said. There could be 
no doubr that there will be an 
incremental military existence in the 
region. This was deplored by the P.N.P. 
as a retrograde step. 

Mr. Manley said that the exclusion of 
Cuba from the Plan was a.continuation 
of the economic blockade being perpetu- 
ated against that country. The exclusion 
of Nicaragua and Grenada from the ben- 
efits of Plan was also not in keeping with 
the institutional tenets of CARICOM 
nad the Organization of American States 
of which the countries in the region were 
members. 

















COUNTRY SECTION 


JAMAICA 


COSTA RICA TO EXCHANGE AID WITH BANANAS FOR COCONUT AID 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 6 Mar 82 p 10 


[Text ] 


HE GOVERNMENT OF COSTA 
-& RICA HAS GIVEN ASSURANCES 
that it will provide technical assistance 
and training programmes for <echnicians 
in the banana industry, in exchange for 


The assurances were given to Agriculture Min- 
sister, Dr. Percival Broderick by President-elect 
uis Alberto Monge, during the:Minister's visit to 
a Rica last week, to acquaint himself. with the 
wechnology and. production systems ‘being 
ployed inthe banana industry in‘ Costa Rica. 














Jamaica's assistance to that country in its 
coconut industry. 


CSO: 


During the meeting 
President-elect Monge 
said that there should 
closer co-operation in tech- 
nical assistance and com- 
merce between Costa Rica 
and Jamaica as the two 
countries shared the same 
hemispheric problems and 
democratic aspirations. 

Dr. Broderick explain- 
ed. that the. purpose of his 


visit. at- this time was to’ 


acquaint himself with the 
sachaslegy and produc- 


said that while Jamaica 
only produced 20,000 tons 
of export bananas last 
week, there was a prefer- 
ential market for 150,000 
tons in the United King- 
dom, and that production 
would be increased to 
meet this market over the 
next 4 to 5 years. Costa 
Rica exports some 1.15 
millicn short tons of 
Bananas annually mainly 
to the United States and 


tion systems being a were given 
employed in the banana . . 
row sb a Cone Rice that Costa Rica would pro 


and to obtain technical 
assistance for the devel- 
opment of the industry in 
Jamaica. 

Dr. Broderick also met 
with the present Minister 
of Agriculture, Dr. Her- 
man Fonseca and his nom- 
inated successorFrancisco 
Morales. At these dis- 
cussions, Dr.- Broderick 
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vide required technical 
assistance and training 
programme for tech- 
nicians in bananas while 
Jamaica would reciprocate 
in helping Costa Rica 
with their coconut 
industry. : 
Interest was also shown 
in the development of 
trade in beef, and of 
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direct flights between 
Kingston and San jose. 
Minister Broderick had an 
intensive tour which 
included visits to the facil- 
ities of che’ National 
Banana Association 
4ASBANA); plants which 
manufactured boxes, con- 
veyors and plastic ‘sleeves 
for the banana industry; 
banana \plantations in 
Sequirres, Guapiles and 
the 28 mile district, the 
Tropical Research Centre 
(CATIE) in Turrialba, 
and the headquarters of 
the Inter-American 
Institute for Co-operation 
in Agriculture (IICA). 

The Minister was 
accompanied on the tour 
by Dr. Hansel Beckford 
and Mr. V. Bramwell of 
the Banana Company and 
his Personal Assistant 
Mrs. Stella Henry. 











COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


SCIENCE APPOINTMENTS--Appointment of Dr. M. O. Hamilton as Executive Director 
of the Scientific Research Council and of Dr. John A. Wright as a Director in 
Research and Development has been announced. Dr. Hamilton's appointment 
takes effect from February 1, 1982. He is a graduate of Jamaica College and 
the University of Toronto where he received the BSc. and MSc. degrees in 

1960 and 1962 respectively. He received Ph.D in Food Science from Michigan 
State University in 1970. Dr. John Wright commenced duties in November 1981 
as a Consultant in Research and Development prior to his appointment as 
Director on January 1. A graduate of St. George's College, he is the holder 
of a BSc. degree (Chemistry and Zoology) in 1968 and the Ph.D degree in 
Organic Chemistry in 1972, from the University of the West Indies. [Text ] 
[Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 9 Mar 82 p 2] 


CSO: 3025/208 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY, PSUM ELECTORAL ALLIANCE 
Mexico City EL DIA in Spanish 3 Mar 82 p 7 
[Article by Angel Aguilar Perez] 


[Text] Although "we would have preferred a candidate more tied to the workers’ 
struggles," the members of the Socialist Labor Party [POS] decided to support 
Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo for the presidency of the republic, stated yesterday 
Cuauhtémoc Ruiz, a member of the POS's policy committee, after reporting the 
alliance between the POS and the PSUM for the present elections. 





Ruiz maintained that the PSUM's electoral program is more in agreement with 
what the POS supports than that of other parties. 


The agreement between the POS and the PSUM was signed on 1 March by Cuauhtémoc 
Ruiz and Pablo Gémez respectively in the name of their organizations. In the 
electoral platform established by both parties, the following points were 
outstanding: emergency wage increase of 50 percent; freezing of prices and 
tariffs; movable scale for wages; massive employment plan; unemployment 
insurance; payment of the minimum wage to the unemployed; 40-hour work week; 
free public services for all public housing developments; massive plan for 
public housing with a maximum rent of 10 percent of the family income; state 
control of transportation throughout the country. 


The signed agreement consists of 47 basic points divided into eight chapters 
that take in all sectors of society. 


The POS and the PSUM also reached an agreement to support jointly candidates 

for the Congress of the Union. The POS, said Cuauhtémoc Ruiz, accompanied by 
Raul Lescas and Alfonso Cruz at a press conference, will request nine candidates 
as its own deputies, but also "there is the agreement in which several of our 
colleagues not only will appear in the plurinominal lists but some of them 

will be in a feasible position to reach the Chamber". 


"It is a fact that the POS will have deputies. How many? We do not know," 
‘Cuauhtémoc Ruiz pointed out. 


100 














The Resignation of a "Small Group" Will Not Affect the PSUM 


Deputy Sabino Hernandez Téllez, denied that there are "breaks or divisions" 
within the PSUM because of the resignation of Rodolfo Echeverria from the 
central committee and a small group who followed his decision. 


Hernandez Tellez said that in the first congress of the PSUM--to be held this 
month--as well as in the results of the elections of July of this year, we 
will see the strength that the party has. 


Hernandez Téllez also denied that decisions are made from the top, which was 
stated by Rodolfo Echeverria, who also previously pointed out that the PSUM 
had become a purely electioneering party. 


"Echeverria can say whatever ne wants, but the results that we are going to 
obtain in the elections as a whole are going to be such that they will 
surprise our own members and outsiders. The PSUM will be a strong and power- 
rul party,” said Hernandez Téllez. 


in this same vein, Hernandez Tellez said that the party structure will not 
at all be affected by "the diversities of opinion" that have been raised 
regarding the case of Poland. "The fact that we may maintain different 
opinions about the case of Poland does not have any application. We believe 
that this will not affect or divide us," he stated. 


Further on, the coordinator of the PSUM's presidential campaign, also denied 
that the tour of Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo has been postponed because of 
internal breaks in the party. Since November of last year, Hernandez Téllez 
Said, it was decided that the first congress of the PSUM would be held in 
March. On this we are in agreement, he added, and at such an important event 
the presence of Arnoldo Martinez is required as part of the collective 
secretariat of which he is a member. 


9545 
CSO: 3010/1220 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


EMERGENCY WAGE HIKES--Mexico City, 19 Mar (NOTIMEX)--Dr Segio Garcia Ramirez, 
secretary of labor and social welfare, announced today that emergency 
salaries will be paid retroactive to 18 February 1982. The official 
announced tonight the increase in salary readjustments geared toward 
recuperating the workers' buying power. He explained that workers whose 
Salaries were below 20,000 pesos would receive an increase of 30 percent, 
while those earning 20,000 to 30,000 pesos would receive a 20-percent 
increase and those earning 30,000 pesos and over would get an increase 
of 10 percent. Garcia Ramirez said he was assuming responsibility for 
this decision. [Text] [FL201740 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0349 GMT 
20 Mar 82] 


NEW COSTA RICAN AMBASSADOR--Mexico, 24 Mar (NOTIMEX)--Julio Sunol Leal, 
the new Costa Rican ambassador to Mexico today presented his credentials 
to President Jose Lopez Portillo. [FL251225 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 
2015 GMF 24 Mar 82 FL] 


RURAL BANK CREDIT--Mexico City, 23 Mar (NOTIMEX)--The National Rural Credit 
Bank will receive a credit of $400 million from 36 prestigious banks from 
around the world. The credit agreement was signed today in London under 
very favorable interest terms for a period of up to 8 years. [FL241507 
Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 0435 GMT 24 Mar 82 FL] 


CSO: 3010/1141 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


NINE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES DEPORTED FOR SEDITION 
PA222310 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 22 Mar 82 
[Interior Ministry communique--read by announcer ] 


[Text] The Interior Ministry reports that on 20 March nine members of the 
Jehovah's Witnesses sect were deported for staging campaigns against the 
revolution, violating the state of national emergency, and manipulating 
the religious beliefs of our people by instigating antipatriotic 
activities, such as nonparticipation in the tasks required by the defense 
of the fatherland, discrediting the Sandinist armed forces, the Sandinist 
peoples militia, and disrespecting the national flag. 


The names of those deported are: (Kevin Alfredo Brooke Melford), his wife 
(Ruby Elise), (Bruce Newton), (Kenneth Henry Brian Salsbury), (Sharon Payne 
Reuter Douglas), (Guillermo Alfonso Martinez), (Margarita Ana Foster 
Retruver), (Janine Jane Eumanch Elniki de Thompson), (Rainer Thompson), 

the latter the representative of the Jehovah's Witnesses in Nicaragua, 

and (John Clark Bolter), director of the WATCH TOWER magazine in Nicaragua. 


In the investigations carried out by Nicaraguan authorities, it was confirmed 
that these persons were preparing propaganda material against the revolu- 
tionary process in a printing shop installed in a residential sector on the 
road to Masaya. It was also learned that these persons have staged similar 
campaigns in other countries of Latin America. Most of then entered the 
country under the authorization and prior consent of ranking military officers 
of the defunct Somozist guard, and subsequently began their antipatriotic 
campaign of sedition. The policy of truth is the policy of the revolution. 


Issued in the city of Managua on 21 March 1982, 


Department of Public and Foreign Affairs of the Interior Ministry. 


CSO: 3010/1158 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


COMMUNIQUE CLARIFIES BAN ON IMMIGRATION 
PA200245 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 19 Mar 82 


["Announcement'"’ to the Nicaraguan people issued by the Public and Foreign 
Relations Office of the Interior Ministry--read by announcer] 


[Text] 1. Immigration traffic in our country remains unchanged for 
Nicaraguan citizens or foreigners, who can enter or leave the country 
through any one of the designated border points, after complying with 

the established immigration requirements. 

2. All applications for the processing of immigration documents to obtain 
passports or visas, as well as those of alien status, are being handled 

by the central and regional immigration offices, as usual, during regular 
hours. 


3. The only exceptions are those cases which the appropriate authorities 
consider exceptions in the interest of safeguarding the security of the 


nation, respect for the law and interests of third persons. 


Issued in the city of Managua on 18 March 1982, by the Public and Foreign 
Relations Office, Interior Ministry. 


CSO: 3010/1157 


104 














COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


RAMIREZ MERCADO REFERS TO FOOD SUPPLIES 





PA212329 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] Dr Sergio Ramirez Mercado, member of the Government Junta of National 
Reconstruction, a few minutes ago issued important statements to the local 
and international press. The following is a report from the Government 
Palace, 


[Begin recording] The Voice of the Defense of the Fatherland directly from 
the Government Palace wishes to report that a few minutes ago the members 

of the National Financial Council held a néws conference, which was presided 
over by Dr Sergio Ramirez Mercado. The conference dealt with production and 
the financial system and noted the interest and determination of the govern- 
ment, despite the present national crisis, to procure financing for the 
nation's production to avoid interruption in any sector. 


Dr Sergio Ramirez Mercado referred to measures to insure a continued 
uninterrupted food production effort. In this respect he said there will 
be no food supply problems as all necessary provisions have been taken by 
the government. The following are some of the Statements made by 

Dr Ramirez Mercado: 


Despite the national emergency affecting the country at this moment, the 
revolutionary government is determined to keep production going, with all 
necessary support being given to the industrial, agricultural and livestock 
sectors. 


The incentives recently offered by the government junta to produce items 
formerly imported continue in effect and have suffered no interruption. 


We can also say that we are applying measures to expedite agricultural and 
livestock production as well as food production so that we can continue 
guaranteeing basic supplies for the population. At this moment, we are not 
confronting any problems in this respect, as the nation's food reserves are 
excellent. 
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Even in the event of a critical situation due to aggression against 
Nicaragua, we have sufficient stores to supply the nation's population 
without any difficulty. In this respect, we must give credit to the calm 
and wisdom shown by the people during these moments. There has been no 
display of desperation to obtain their basic foods, and the sales in the 
markets, supermarkets and other similar establishments have continued to be 
normal. This evidently is due to the confidence the people have in their 
revolutionary government and the Sandinist Front. [end recording] 


CSO: 3010/1157 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


MISKITOS ESCAPE--In our 21 March transmission, we reported last-minute 
information that the air force of the Marxist-Leninist commanders had 
deployed its genocidal planes in beginning a criminal operation of persecu- 
tion. Last night we reported that our intelligence services had revealed 
to us a heroic escape by our Miskito brothers on the Atlantic coast. 

In fact, Radio 15 September, official voice of the Nicaraguan democratic 
forces, is able to reveal to the people of Nicaragua the following 
information: On 21 March at dawn, 600 Miskito brothers who were being 
held in one of the dictatorship's concentration camps were able to escape. 
We have been able now to confirm that the operation was successful. 
According to information obtained by the Nicaraguan democratic forces 
intelligence services, these brothers were able to escape from the concen- 
tration camp known as (Risco de Oro). We were also informed that the 
Marxist leadership has ordered its troops to carry out a huge military 
operation to persecute and exterminate our Miskito brothers. Yesterday 
morning entire battalions of the dictatorship began the Hitler-style 
persecution and extermination operation while in searching for the 

600 Miskito brothers who were able to escape from the concentration camp 
toward freedom. [Text] [PA231230 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September in 
Spanish to Nicaragua 0300 GMT 23 Mar 82] 





CLERGYMEN IMPRISONED--A last minute report: seventeen clergymen from 

Puerto Cabezas, Atlantic coast, have fallen victims to the brutal mangy-dog 
repression. Ten of these clergymen have been taken to the communist jails 
and are presently suffering the cruelest of tortures. At the same time, 
seven Canadian, U.S. and Spanish religious leaders have been expelled from 
the country to Panama and Costa Rica. While this wave of repression against 
our people is occurring church representatives are also being persecuted, 
Freedom of religion in our country is undergoing its worst crisis ever. 

While some of the clergymen who have brought the message of the love of God 
to our Athantic coast brothers have been imprisoned and expelled from 
Nicaragua, clergyman Wilson, who traveled to the United States with mangy-d eg 
Wheelock, has decided to Stay there under the pretext that he will undergo 
surgery. The Nicaraguan democratic army's intelligence has disclosed that 
Wilson is staying at one of Washington's most luxurious hotels, paying at 
least $150 a day, plus food. [Text] [PA221444 (Clandest ine) Radio 15 September 
in Spanish to Nicaragua 0300 GMT 22 Mar 82] 
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MDN OF FICIALS--During a general assembly held by the Nicaraguan Democratic 
Movement (MDN) at the party offices in Managua yesterday, the MDN 
unanimously confirmed Alfonso Robelo Callejas as party president. The rest 
of the Executive Council is made up of the following people: Alvaro Jerez, 
vice president; Roberto Urroz, secretary general; Cesar Avilez Haslam, 
treasurer; and Fabio Gadea Mantilla, sergeant at arms. Anibal Arana was 
appointed MDN secretary general for organization but was not appointed as 
member of the Executive Council. The disciplinary court is composed of 

the following: Oscar Herdocia from Leon, Jaime Vega from Masaya, 

Jaime Solorzano from Carazo, Eduardo Fonseca Pasto from Granada and 
"Maitro" Alonso from Leon. The MDN appointed Omar Halum as its repre- 
sentative to the State Council and Walter Balladares as his alternate. 

On 16 March the MDN will commemorate 4 years since it was founded, 2 years 
as a simple movement and 2 years as a party. [Text] [PA221830 Managua 

LA PRENSA in Spanish 15 Mar 82 p 13] 





STUDENTS JOIN SANDINISTS--University students have formed four reserve 
infantry battalions, in contribution to the defense of the Sandinist 
revolution. During a news conference with (Pedro Gomez), from the 
National Union of University Students, UNEM, executive committee; 

(Oscar Tejeira), from the UNEM National Defense Commission; and 

(Raul Valdivia), member of the Sandinist Youth Departmental Executive 
Committee, it was disclosed that 2,200 university students have joined the 
Sandinist people's militias. This reaction by the students at a time of 
imperialist aggression led to the creation of the reserve battalions: 

the 30-62 battalion, the 20th anniversary battalion, the 30-72 battalion 
and the 19 July battalion for men; and the (Herlinda Lopez) battalion and 
Heroes and Martyrs of Batahola Battalion for women. (Valdivia) said that 
these youth battalions have reinforced other reserve battalions and are 
participating in civil defense, whose current task is defense of fatherland. 
He added that more than 6,000 secondary school students earlier joined the 
militias here in Managua are receiving military training at the (Juan 
Francisco Paguada) training center and at the Ruben Dario training center. 
(Valdivia) added that the 19 July Sandinist youth are teaching their new 
members how to respond in case of an attack. [Text] [PA210100 Managua 
Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 20 Mar 82] 


VENEZUELAN FRIENDSHIP--Dr Hilarion Cardozo, Venezuelan ambassador to the 

OAS, spoke for several hours in the afternoon with members of the 

Nicaraguan junta of the Government of National Reconstruction. The Venezuelan 
diplomat was accompanied by the representative of Herrer Campins to our 
country, Dr Jose Rafael Zapata Luigi, and the president of the Commission of 
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights, Dr Leonte Herdocia. After meeting 
with the members of the junta, he was approached by newsmen regarding the 
reason for his visit. He replied that it was a routine visit, since he 
generally tours Central America four times a year. He reiterated Venezuela's 
friendship with Nicaragua within the framework of mutual respect, trust, and 
self-determination of the two countries. Venezuela has never attempted to 
impose conditions on its assistance to the Nicaragua people, explained 

Dr Cardozo. Regarding the convoking of the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance, TIAR, to promote intervention in Central America, Cardozo stated 
that his country has never participated in or supported the convoking of 

the TIAR. [Text] [PA222246 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 0600 GMT 

21 Mar 82] 
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PLO LOAN TO NICARAGUA--As if to ypnderline its claim to be the "richest liber- 
ation organisation in the world" the PLO has lent about $12m to the Sandinista 
government in Nicaragua. According to financiers in Beirut, the PLO has a 
"legal" income of at least $250m a year, most of which comes from grants from 
Arab states and from taxes paid by Palestinians working in the Gulf. This 
tax of three to five per cent is deducted from the workers' wages at source. 
However, an increasingly important part of the PLO's finances comes from in- 
vestment. Because some of these investments are in countries and companies 
which might be considered hostile to the Palestinian cause, all details are 
kept strictly secret. In Beirut, with its 80 different banking houses and 
hundreds of fringe finance organisations, money matters are hard to conceal, 
however, and it is known that the PLO's “official income is at least matched 
by the money it receives from its investments and "under the counter" grants. 
[London ARABIA in English No 5, Jan 82 p 38] 


CSO: 4400/169 
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COUNTRY SECTION ST KITTS-NEVIS 


SIMMONDS DISCUSSES ECONOMIC PROGRESS AT PAM CONFERENCE 





Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 24 Feb 82 p 4 


[Text] BASSETERRE, ST KITTS, FEB 22, (CANA) — St Kitts-Nevis 
registered a near-60 per cent increase in tourist arrivals from the 
United States in the last two years, Premier Dr Kennedy 
Simimonds has said here. 

He was addressing the 17th annual convention of his People’s 
Action Movement (PAM), one of the two political parties in the 
coalition government here. (The other is the Nevis Reformation 
Party — NRP). 

The United States, he said, had verified facts and figures which 
show that during the first year in office of the PAM/NRP 
government (1980) the number of tourist arrivals from America 
increased by 30 per cent — ‘“‘more than any other tourist 
destination in the Caribbean.” 

He added: “In 1981, we registered another first in showing a 
27.5 percent increase over the previous year, a total of 57.7 
percent in two years, by far che most improved figures in the 
Caribbean for that period.” 

But the premier said it had to be recognised that tourism was a 
fickle industry and to safeguard itself, his government had at the 
same time been placing much emphasis on diversifying the 
agricultural sector. 

He said that cotton production in Nevis had been stepped up 
from about 40 acres in 1980 to about 400 acres at present. 

The St Kitts-Nevis premier also mentioned a major expansion 
in the production of peanuts and he said a local food processing 
plant was planning to start marketing peanut confectionery and 
other peanut products. 

Some 66 acres of government lands are under peanut 
cultivation, towards which the United States Agency for 
International Development -;(USAID) is making financial 
contributions. ' 

Dr Simmonds also told the PAM convention that revenue from 
the sale of coconuts in New York, where St Kitts-Nevis has a 
wholesale outlet, would amount to one million dollars (one EC 
dollar; 37 cents US) this year. 

He stressed that food production was an essential part of his 
government’s overall development strategy not only as a means of 
reducing dependence on food imports, but also for producing 
employment opporiunities for nationals. The premier said food 
production should go hand-in-hand with tourism. 

Dr Simmonds, who is PAM’s president, called on his supporters 
not to think along partisan lines when dealing with the country’s 
development. 

“This country belongs to all of us,” he said. “If we maintain 
peace, all of us will benefit from the progress we see unfolding 
before us. If we create conflict and strife, we will all be losers.” 





cso: 3025/209 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


FOREIGN MINISTER SEEKS UK, CANADIAN AID IN BARBADOS 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 3 Mar 82 p 3 


[Text ] 


CSO: 3025/209 


KINGSTOWN, St. Vincent, 
Tuesday (CANA) — St. 
Vincent Foreign Minister 
Hudson Tannis led a three 
man aid-seeking mission to 
Barbados last week for talks 
with High Commissioner's 
Stanley Arthur of Britain and 
Allan Roger of Canada, as 
well as Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank (CDB) president, 
William Demas, it was an- 
nounced yesterday. ; 

A government release said 
the St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines delegation and 
Mr. Arthur discussed a 
to replace a damaged jetty a 
Union Island in the southern 


Grenadines. The jetty was 


wrecked last year when an 
inter-island vessel crashed 
into it. 

The British High Com- 
missioner was asked as well to 
consider financing the pur- 
chase of a second ramp-vessel 
or ‘roll-on, roll-off’ boat for 
service between the St. Vin- 
cent mainland and the islands 
of the Grenadines. 
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Funding of a new 
Parliament building, part of 
the main windward highway 
and a female prison were 
among the matters discussed 
with British officials in 
Barbados. 


The Caribbean Develop- 
ment Bank (CDB) was asked 
to consider the establishment 
of a line of credit for farmers 
from the North Leeward area 
wishing to lease lands on the 

overnment-owned Richmond 
ale Estate, 24 miles north- 
west of Kingstown. 

Possible funding for a crop- 
dusting aircraft for the 
island’s banana industry and 
the expansion of the arrowroot 
industry also formed part of 
the discussions with the CDB. 


Among other matters, Mr. 
Tannis and his delegation 
asked Canadian High Com- 
missioner Allan Roger to 
consider funding an airstrip 
on Bequia, the largest 
Grenadine island, nine miles 
south of here. 


ST VINCENT 

















COUNTRY SECTION SURINAME 


COL BOUTERSE ON POLITICAL GOALS, FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Paramaribo DE WARE TIJD in Dutch 16 Feb 82 p 1 


[Speech by Lt Col Bouterse: "Respect indeed, but Suriname is against U.S. 
foreign policy" ] 


[Text] "When we sign contracts we should be able to control the ensuing situa- 
tion. We will not sign contracts detrimental to our nation. For instance, we 
will not sign a contract with Japan permitting fishing in each other's waters 
while we do not have the boats and the necessary know-how; and Japan with the 
boats and the expertise will grab our fish. This period has definitely come 
to an end." Lt Col Bouterse, leader of the revolution said this in a speech 
delivered at the installation ceremony of the Third People's Committee in 
Paramaribo. 


We are prepared to attack the interests of this small group of exploiters 
because revolution means attacking interests. Suriname is experiencing a 
unique period because ours is the only country with a revolution without 
bloodshed. 


When there are revolutions in other countries, there is also bloodshed be- 
cause the interests of third parties are under attack. 


We attack such interests in a peaceful manner, but we act with persistence. 
When we state there should be a land distribution policy, we want every citi- 
zen to be able to obtain a piéce of land because it is intolerable that cer- 
tain individuals possess many parcels of land, moreover illegally obtained. 
When we take economic measures to curtail importation with Wild West 
characteristics, we are accused of being communists and the society is 
stirred up against us. 


Unite 


Lt Col Bouterse expresses his regret that the Surinamese society has not 
closed its ranks. We must unite to fight these reactionary forces. 


In spite of the fact that the revolution came for workers, students, the 
socially weak, and the downtrodden masses of our society, these forces have 
yet the temerity to say that there will be strikes. If there are problems with 
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workers they will be discussed with the authorities in charge. Lt Col 
bouterse said that big business is talking the workers into believing that 
the wage tax is not good. It ignores the fact that the groups that will be 
subjected to the wage tax will try to instigate the workers to take to the 
streets. We, the authorities in charge, will try to use all our patience 
and understanding to explain to the workers what the wage tax really is. If 
it has mistakes they will be corrected. We will try to prevent that these 
very workers, for whom the revolution was intended, will be abused and that 
the police and the military will have to take action against them. 


Democracy 


Lt Col Bouterse also denied rumors that there is no democracy in our country. 
We do not equate democracy with going to the polls every 4 years and helping 
a government to come to power. The truth is that no government can be ruled 
without a constitution. However, our constitution emerges while we are busy 
expanding and developing the revolutionary process. We do not want an 
American or European constitution, we want one of our own making with the 
advice of the entire society via the various people's committees. The new 
democracy of our choosing requires that the people elect a government truly 
committed to the progress of our country. We do not want democracy imposed 
upon us. We want to build a good society where a majority profits from the 
fruits of the land. 


We Surinamese should improve our mentality. This requires of course a 
fundamental approach and structural changes. We must learn to respect our 
own things and we should not always turn to foreign elements. In Suriname 
we respect the knowledge and technology of the United States because in con- 
ducting business we must use the knowledge of the Americans but we oppose the 
foreign policy of the U.S. Government. We object to the U.S. Government's 
intervention in foreign countries; for instance: while the people of El 
Salvador are engaged in a fight against the Junta and oppression, the U.S. 
Government openly supports the Junta and gives it arms. We do not like this 
and want to prevent it from happening in Surineme. We must unite in the 
struggle against imperialism, exploitation, and oppression in our country. 


10319 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


FORMER OFFICIAL, IN 'EXPRESS,' TAKES ISSUE WITH CBI 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 3 Mar 82 p 1l 


[Text] 


3025/209 


CSO: 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad — 
Former Trinidad and souage 
Soper = minister, Dr. 
Patric olomon, has taken 
issue with some of the promises 
underlining the recently an- 
nounced United States aid plan 
for the Caribbean and Central 
America. 

The socalled Caribbean 
Basin Initiative (CBI), was spelt 
out by President Ronald Reagan 
in an address last Wednesday 
to the Organisation of American 
States (OAS), in Washington. 

Solomon, who writes a 
regular column in the 


8 
newspaper here, criticised the. 


exclusion of leftist Nicaragua, 
Cuba and Grenada as well as 
the apparent “political 
colouration" of the scheme. 
Looking first at the economic 
side of the package, Solomon 
welcomed the fact that there 
was to be more United States 
aid: US $350 million on top of the 
US$ 475 million scheduled. 
More important, he said. the 


to of general, one-way 
ree entry of goods into the 
United States market for a podes 
of 12 years, but excluding 
textiles and clothing. 

The CBI is also to include tax 
incentives for investors, and 
offers. to negotiate bilateral 
investment treaties, training for 
the private sector, particularly 
in investment promotion, export 
market and technology transfer. 

Solomon first took issue with 
President Reagan's statement 
that the one-way free trade 
area for regional goods was “as 
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unprecedented as today’s crisis 
in the Caribbean.” 

Wrote Solomon: 

“The remark betrays a 
strange innocence of history, 
both long and recent. The 
Caribbean economic crisis is no 
recent event. For example, 
Jamaica's unemployment level 
reached a staggering 25 percent 
as far back as ten years ago and 
has only increased by per- 
centage points since. 

“These figures are fairly 
typical of the region with the 
possible exception of oil-rich 
Trinidad and the tight little 
economy which Barbados has 
managed to run over the last 15 
or 80 years.... 

“The free trade proposal may 
be unprecedented as far as the 
United States is concerned, but 
has a precise and recent 
forerunner in the arrangements 
provided by Europe...’ 

Looking more closely at the 

proposal itself, Solomon’ noted 
that the president himself 
admitted that some 87 percent 
of the goods manufactured and 
exported from the Basin area 
already enjoyed free entry into 
the United States market under 
the generalised stem of 
preferences and the offer, 
therefore, affected only 13 
percent of the potential trade, 
excluding textiles and 
clothing. 
.. ‘It. must be assumed, 
therefore, (that), the effect will 
be more psychological than 
concrete,"’ the ex-government 
minister wrote. (CANA). 


























COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


SECURITY COUNCIL ADVISORS--Police Commissioner Randolph Burroughs has been 
named in a six-man team to form the Advisory Group of the National Security 
Council, according to a release issued by the Ministry of Information yester- 
day. Other members of the group include Mr. Leo Seebaran, Permanent Secre- 
tary in the Ministry of National Security; Commodore Mervyn Williams, Chief 

of Defence Staff; Mr. Lance Selman, Head of the Special Branch of the Trinidad 
and Tobago Police Service; Colonel Joe Theodore, Commanding Officer of the 
Trinidad and Tobago Regiment and Commander Jack Williams, Commanding Officer 
of the Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard. It had been reported elsewhere that 
Mr. Burroughs had been dropped from the team. Cabinet also announced the 
appointment of a four-man National Security Council with Prime Minister 
George Chambers as Chairman and National Security Minister, Mr. John 
Donaldson as Vice Chairman. Other members of the Nacional Council are 
Attorney-General and Minister for Legal Affairs, Senator Russell Martineau, 
and Chief Security Executive Officer, Mr. Jim Rodriguez, who is the Secretary. 
[Text] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 3 Mar 82 p 1] 
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COUNTRY SECTION URUGUAY 


ARMED FORCES COMMISSION WARNS POLITICIANS 
PY202118 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1645 GMT 20 Mar 82 


[Text] Montevideo, 20 Mar (TELAM)--The majority of the politicians who 
last night met with the Armed Forces Political Affairs Commission (COMASPO) 
remained silent in view of the military warning that the government will 
have to modify the schedule of the institutionalization process if they 
continue with demagogic practices and if the political parties do not 
interpret the process correctly. 


The leaders who attended the meeting at the armed forces joint staff head- 
quarters left the building without the usual meeting with the journalists. 


Almost all the politicians who were approached by journalists through 
telephone calls avoided making any statement on the warning they had 
received and said that the information had been given to them by 

Gen Julio Rapella, head of COMASPO, who at the end of the meeting explained 
to the media the scope of this warning. 


Pablo Garcia Pintos, leader of one of the factions of the traditional National 
(Blanco) Party, was the only one to make a public statement. He said that 

the warning made to the political parties has the intention of doing away 
with the elements which destabilize the development of the process. 


Rapella stated that the political parties should refrain from demago gic 
practices because this will undoubtedly compel the government to take 
measures which will hinder the development of the political process schedule. 


He also maintained that the path to be taken during this transition process 
has been misinterpreted. This process should end in 1985 when the armed 
forces hand over power to the authorities elected during the national 
elections scheduled for 1984, 


Garcia Pintos stated that this warning could be addressed to the extreme 
factions of the traditional parties (Colorado and Blanco). 


The two parties are centrist, but some of their factions have a center-right 
or center-left leaning. 
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COUNTRY SECTION URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY OFFICIAL VISITS CHILE--General Hugo Martin Medina Ferrer, chief 
of the Uruguayan army staff, has been in Chile on a l-week visit at the 


invitation of the Chilean Army . [PY231206 Santiago Chile Domestic 
Service in Spanish 0000 GMT 23 Mar 82 PY] 
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